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Definitions

The Executive Board requests that members collect and report data in three focus areas related to underage drinking; compliance, under 21 and shoulder tap operations.  For many agencies this will simply involve “pulling” the existing numbers for the month of May at the end of the month.  For some agencies this effort will involve implementing data collection measures to capture the data.  We encourage agencies to collect data as a matter of ongoing procedure to support this national effort and to create a stronger foundation of support for enforcement efforts within their jurisdiction.
Compliance

First, if the agency conducts any enforcement details related to compliance such as compliance checks/surveys of on- or off-premise establishments, or undercover operations in bars, or decoy operations at retail stores, keep a running count of the number of establishments with a legal liquor license that were visited regardless of alcohol license classification.  In keeping with enforcement efforts related to compliance, keep a running total of the number of persons who were cited, arrested, warned or otherwise failed to uphold the law prohibiting sales to a person under 21.  The NLLEA will then use this information to determine the failure rate and highlight liquor law enforcement’s efforts to stop underage drinking at point of sale, thereby reducing underage drinking.
Under 21

Second, during any enforcement detail where persons under the age of 21 are found to be using alcohol keep a running count of the number of persons under the age of 21 who were participating.  For example, if you break up a party where alcohol was present and there were 75 youth in attendance, you would factor in 75 persons into the final count.  Likewise, keep a running count of the persons under 21 who were cited, arrested or warned for using alcohol under the legal age limit.  In addition, document the amount of alcohol that was present.  We understand that each agency has policies and procedures related to the confiscation or destruction of alcohol in these situations.  Regardless of the policy or procedure, tally the number of cases of beer, the cases of flavored malt beverages and the bottles of liquor or wine.  For these purposes, there may be situations where you will need to estimate, please round up to the nearest ½ case and count the bottles of liquor or wine regardless of size.  And finally tally the total number of false identifications that were confiscated.  This will include identification that is altered, fake or a case of attempted impersonation.  These numbers will be used in conjunction with the national binge drinking rates to estimate the number of binge drinking episodes thwarted and the potential lives saved.
Shoulder Tap

Lastly, NLLEA members who engage in operations targeting the adults who may be approached or solicited by a person under the age of 21 to purchase alcohol on their behalf from a licensed establishment are asked to collect data similar to the compliance efforts.  As indicated earlier, keep a running tally of the number of adults who were approached or solicited and the number of adults who failed to uphold the law and agreed to purchase on behalf of a person under the age of 21.  This data will then be used to determine the failure rate and again highlight the efforts to stop underage drinking prior to the point of sale.
Thank you for your participation in this annual event.  If you have further questions, please contact Beth Mattfeld at bmattfeld@nllea.org or 240-483-8922.

