Operation Save a Teen – May 2009

Operation Save a Teen 2009 Overview
The National Liquor Law Enforcement Association is making its annual appeal to our membership and non-members – requesting your participation in the second annual focused data collection effort targeting underage drinking in communities and states across the nation.  Operation Save a Teen is executed every May and is an effort is to place a value on liquor law enforcement efforts, demonstrating the connection between enforcing the laws related to underage drinking and saving lives through safer communities. 

We recognize that the month of May traditionally has a high potential for underage drinking due to:

· prom season,

· graduation, and

· Spring weather lending itself to increased opportunities for parties or gatherings.

Currently, over half of state alcohol law enforcement agencies have committed to provide data for a larger national data collection effort which serves as the foundation for strengthening the position of the NLLEA.  Operation Save a Teen highlights enforcement efforts during a particularly visible time of the year, but is not intended to create additional work for states or agencies currently participating in the larger effort.

In 2008, 15 states - AL, AZ, CA, CO, DE, GA, ID, IN, MA, MS, NE, NC, OH, OR, and TX – participated in Operation Save a Teen.  As part of this effort:

· Officers visited 4,649 establishments, where 695 establishments illegally sold alcohol to an underage person (approximately 15%).

· Officers caught a total of 2,882 persons under the age of 21 drinking, consuming or possessing alcohol across all 15 states.  Due to the variety of policy and procedures from state to state, of those caught, 1,743 were cited and processed through the legal system.

· 222 false or altered identifications were confiscated.  

· Sting operations which targeted adults approached by youth and asked to purchase alcohol, yielded 1268 persons who were solicited, with 226 adults cited and processed through the legal system.

The NLLEA’s goal this year is to have participation from all 50 states in documenting the often heroic efforts that liquor law enforcement officers go through to reduce underage drinking and not only keep our young people alive, but keep our communities safer.  The following information is provided to help you participate in Operation Save a Teen 2009:
· Step-by-Step Guidelines
· Definitions
· Sample Press Release
· Data Report Forms
Many of us have personal experiences that demonstrate the devastating impact of underage drinking to individuals in our communities, to families and to the community at large.  Operation Save a Teen 2009 is one national strategy conducted by the National Liquor Law Enforcement Association, targeting a substantial decrease in underage drinking rates.  Enforcing the minimum drinking age laws helps to save lives and create safer communities.  The Executive Board thanks each member for their willingness to participate and for extending their personal effort to save one teen at a time, one night at a time and one community at a time.

