Operation Save a Teen 2009

Sample Press Release for Local/State Use

Media Outreach

The final and crucial component of Operation Save a Teen 2009 is outreach and media coverage.  The NLLEA will provide a sample press release and ask that all participating agencies use their public information offices or other media contacts to help “kick off” this effort.  At the conclusion of the data collection, our goal is to provide members with national statistics and agency specific statistics to be used in an effort to engage the media.  
Operation Save a Teen 2009 Sample Press Release

[Insert name of law enforcement agency] is joining with law enforcement agencies across the nation, and The National Liquor Law Enforcement Association to participate in Operation Save a Teen in May of 2009.  

Communities across the nation have experienced the devastating consequences of underage drinking including traffic crashes and fatalities, increased violence, increased vandalism and property crimes, increased assaults and sexual assaults and unfortunately alcohol poisoning incidents and deaths.  Law Enforcement officers are often the first responder and officers/agents with [insert name of agency] have made a commitment to participate in Operation Save a Teen 2009 in an effort to save lives and make our community a safer place.  

[Insert name of agency] will be conducting [insert strategy such as compliance checks at all local convenience stores] during the month of May.  The goal is to save one teen at a time, one incident at a time and one day or night at a time.  
NLLEA President, Charles Sumner has this to say “In each of the 50 United States, it is illegal for persons under the age of 21 to use alcohol and it is illegal for persons to provide or furnish alcohol to persons under the age of 21.  We are committed to enforcing the law, creating safer communities and saving the lives of teens in our community.”  Enforcing the minimum drinking age laws helps to save lives and create safer communities.  The NLLEA Executive Board thanks law enforcement officers across the nation for their willingness to participate and for extending their personal effort to save one teen at a time, one night at a time and one community at a time.

For more information about [insert agency name] participation in this national operation contact [insert name and contact information].

For more information about the National Liquor Law Enforcement Association, visit our website at www.nllea.org or contact Elizabeth Mattfeld, Executive Director at 240-483-8922.
