Operation Save a Teen – May 2009

Operation Save a Teen 2009
Step-by-Step Guidelines
Thank you for your interest and commitment to enforcing the underage drinking laws and saving lives during the month of May and throughout the year!  Below is a step-by-step guide to participate in Operation Save a Teen 2009:
1.  If you are a Chief, Director or Supervisor – meet with your staff and brief them on Operation Save a Teen 2009.  

a. It is often helpful to utilize the media to inform the public about enforcement efforts during this time of year - brief your public information officer or staff about “getting the word out” to the community.
b. Support your staff and remind them to document underage drinking data.

2. If you are an officer or law enforcement agent – meet with your supervisor and brief him/her on Operation Save a Teen 2009.

a. Reassure him/her that no additional funding is necessary.
b. Create a strategy to implement data collection efforts across the agency, provided none currently exist.  If data is currently collected, analyze to determine if additional data could be simultaneously collected without undue effort and include in the proposed strategy.

3. Enforce underage drinking laws using compliance checks, shoulder taps, party patrols or other strategies that you would ordinarily implement.

4. Use the media to inform the public about your enforcement strategies during the month of May.  This will not only help to publicize your agencies excellent work but will increase the public perception that underage drinking will not be accepted in your community.  Included for your use is a Sample Press Release which you can modify to address the specific needs of your community.
5. Report your data findings to the NLLEA.  This can be done through the website by clicking on the Data Report Forms link or you can send an excel spreadsheet to Beth Mattfeld at the following e-mail address, bmattfeld@nllea.org.  The deadline for submitting data is June 15, 2009.
Thank you for your participation in this annual event.  If you have further questions, please contact Beth Mattfeld at bmattfeld@nllea.org or 240-483-8922.

