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Investigators: Brockton liquor store was 'hot spot' for teens

West Bridgewater teenagers as young as 15 are sold alcohol at a Brockton store investigators allege is a “hot spot’’ for underage sales.

By Elaine Allegrini
May 20, 2008 @ 06:39 AM
BROCKTON — 

When a 15-year-old walked out of the liquor store with two 30-packs of beer, state investigators allege, they knew they had the right place.“Each year we look for the hot spots,” said Ted Mahony, chief investigator for the state Alcoholic Beverages Control Commission.

This year, he said it was Deftos Liquors at 1032 Main St., where 10 teenagers — ages 15 to 19 and all from West Bridgewater — were found to possess, transport or attempt to purchase alcoholic beverages Friday night. Two had false identifications and three were procuring alcohol for minors, authorities said. Before the night was over, Mahony said they seized five cases of beer and two bottles of vodka from the youths.

“It’s common to find a store in a particular town will attract kids from another town,” Mahony said.

And when the first violation came at 6 p.m., just 30 minutes after investigators set up in the parking lot, he said they knew they had the “hot spot.”

Store owner Alex Deftos said the youth who bought the beer had false identification.

Mahony said it was the ID of the kid’s older brother, who is listed as 6 feet 2 inches tall. The 15-year-old is 5 feet 7 inches tall, Mahony said. “They were getting into vehicles driven by 18-year-olds,” he said.

The bust came during National Underage Drinking Month and in conjunction with the state’s Operation Safe Prom and Graduation initiative. This year, the state asked local police departments to partner in the effort. West Bridgewater accepted. “One of our major concerns is that kids are going out of town to get alcohol,” said officer Ken Thaxter, West Bridgewater’s school liaison. Thaxter said he heard the kids talking, and knew where to direct state investigators. “We’re trying to prevent kids from getting alcohol,” he said. While that happened with great success on Friday, Thaxter said, “What you can’t quantify is when buzz goes around about what happened, how many kids will think twice about doing this.”

That morning-after buzz went through the school on Monday, according to Thaxter. State investigators say there was also plenty of talk going on in homes throughout town all weekend after they called the parents of the teens on Friday and had them report to the scene to pick up their kids. That policy replaces the past practice of filing criminal charges against the youths. “We found that all parents except one were grateful,” Mahony said. “We trust and hope that the parents will do the right thing. Many parents tell us that it’s better to get a call from us than from the emergency room.” The store, meanwhile, was charged with selling alcohol to an underage person. Mahony said the owner will be served a notice of suspension or revocation and may request a hearing before the ABCC. The fact that the underage person was 15 may carry weight on any ABCC decisions, he said.

“We will note that clearly it was someone who should not have been served alcohol,” said Mahony.
[image: image3.png]


[image: image4.png]


[image: image5.png]


[image: image6.png]



