BC - Alcohol op nets 5 places
Woodland restaurants served booze to minors
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Five restaurants in downtown Woodland were cited for selling alcohol to minors during an undercover operation Saturday by the California Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control. 
The restaurants, all located along Main Street, were: Rico's Pizza at 171 W. Main St.; Cuatro Milpas Mexican Restaurant at 534 Main St.; El Chivo at 537 Main St.; Steve's Pizza at 714 Main St.; and Silvina's Basket at 816 Main St. 
None of the restaurants had a prior history of citations, according to disciplinary records maintained by the Alcohol Control Department, known as ABC. 
ABC's investigation Saturday targeted 19 on-sale licensed businesses in Woodland. Working undercover with department investigators, a group of trained minors attempted to purchase alcohol from each establishment, according to ABC spokesman John Carr. 
The decoys were successful at five of the locations, he said. 
When a business is caught selling to minors, the punishment can range from a warning letter or a fine, to the suspension or revocation of that business's alcohol license, Carr said. The severity of the punishment depends largely on the business's disciplinary history, he said. 
California law enforcement agencies have conducted so-called minor-decoy operations since the 1980s. In 1994, the state Supreme Court ruled unanimously that the use of underage decoys is a valid tool to ensure businesses with alcohol licenses are complying with the law. 
Throughout April, coinciding with Alcohol Awareness Month, ABC conducted decoy operations in various parts of the state, including Folsom, Los Angeles, Long Beach and Camarillo. 
"This is all part of our effort to help keep young people safe," Carr said, noting that 222 Californians under the legal drinking age of 21 were killed last year in alcohol-related vehicle accidents. 
According to a 2005 survey by the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration, nearly 30 percent of young people ages 12-20 - or 10.8 million individuals - in the United States reported having consumed alcohol within the previous month. 
ABC has teamed up with the National Liquor Law Enforcement Association to recognize May as National Save a Teen Month, which will focus on preventing alcohol use among minors, Carr said. 
 
